I was glad when they said anto me, Let us go into the
house of the LORD — Psa/m 122:1
The Northside church of Christ
25 Greenfield Pike, Hillsboro Oh. 45133 Ph. 937-393-3634
Visitors Welcomed!

Order of Services
Sunday
Bible StUdY ....cccviiertecccerccer e e e eeee 9:30 am
WoOrship Service .......cceeervrcenrcccneneerissenenees 10:30 am & 5:00 pm
Wednesday
Bible Study ......cceerieee e 7:00 pm

www.northsidehillsboro.com

Evangelist: Guillermo Alvarez

And Pray For One Another — James 5:16

Please keep in your prayers those who are having physical troubles and those who are

traveling.

Remember in your prayers:

The Prayer Offered In Faith Will Restore
The One Who Is sick - James 5:15

The

Northsidc Froclaimcr

“What We Have... Heard We Proclaim To You...”
1John 1:3

Welcome to the Northside Church of Christ

Giving Preference to One Another
Alan Cornett

God's nature is such that He shows no partiality (Romans 2:11; Ephesians 6:9),
and we are to reflect His nature. Scripture is quite clear that as Christians we
must show no partiality either (1 Timothy, 5:21; James 2:1,9). We are all
sinners, regardless of wealth or social standing. God expects us to live this
truth by treating each other, ironically enough, as better than ourselves. In
other words, when we show no partiality, we seek to make everyone and
everyone else's interests more important than our own.

This is exactly what Paul writes in Romans 12:10: 'Be devoted to one another
in brotherly love; give preference to one another in honor." The NRSV says
'outdo one another in showing honor.' Such an attitude not only takes away
the fleshly urge to pick favorites, but it also takes away a selfish desire to be
some sort of 'Lone Christian'.

We have been given the local church as a blessing. We are meant to be an
active participant in it. While the church is there to benefit us, when we
approach it with that expectation we miss the entire point. It will serve us
when other Christians are doing the same thing we are supposed to be doing -
- 'outdoing one another in showing honor'. We don't do that by trying to be an
adjunct member of a church: slipping in when we decide to, hurling criticisms
when something doesn't suit us and choosing to get angry when for some
strange reason everyone doesn't fall all over themselves to be kind to us.
Every Christian must learn the truth that we are much easier to love when we
are to some degree loveable. If some effort is made to include these 'Lone
Christians', a stonewall is often the reaction. It's easier to criticize from afar
than to be involved in the real work of building a congregation.
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But when Paul writes, 'Do nothing from selfish or empty conceit, but with humility of mind
regard one another as more important than yourselves; do not merely look out for your own
personal interests, but also for the interests of others' (Philippians 2:3-4), he is telling us how
to 'be of the same mind, maintaining the same love, united in spirit, intent on one purpose'
(vs. 2). These things are built not only through Bible study, but also through things like
hospitality, even staying after services to chat.

Unless the Christians in a church actually like each other (and they have to know one another
to like each other), they will never exhibit the type of unity of purpose God intends. They will
be quick to hurl accusations and suspect impure motives when trouble does arise. And trouble
will most assuredly arise if the congregation is not striving to be one, and each member is not
striving to 'outdo one another in showing honor'.

Are You Tired of All the Gimmicks?
Bill Crews

People should be insulted by all the gimmicks that churches are offering to draw and to keep
them. Most of it is directed toward families, the children in particular. | speak of all the secular,
non-religious, non-spiritual gimmicks -- the picnics, luncheons and suppers, the parties, the
sports teams, the fun and games, the square dances, the clubs and socials, the diet and
exercise classes, and the fund-raising dinners and bazaars offered by churches. Classes and
services that used to be purely religious are given new appearances with gimmickry.

Don't the people realize that the churches are saying, in effect, "We know that purely spiritual
or religious activities and services, involving worshipping God, teaching and learning His word,
edifying and being edified spiritually, are not enough to draw and to keep you. So we are
featuring all these other secular activities in which you are probably more interested and
adding a little religion to them and calling them 'Christian fellowship." We are willing to
compromise to get our crowd.”

So churches cease to be churches and become more like social, recreational, athletic, health,
or craft clubs. The church of Christ is still a church, and we do not resort to gimmickry. We are
trying to be like the churches you read about in the New Testament, not the churches around
us.

Sunday Morning Lesson

Topic:

How can | apply this lesson to my life?




